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COMMENT

ThE CirCus rETurNs

Ainauguration, words are being eaten around the world 

There was however no delete option for UK 

letter to Time magazine, proudly explaining 
why he was joining protests against the 

that year, remains a matter of record both 
online and in print. The Orange One, it 

also a profound threat to the international 

All clearly true, and some would say 

awkward given the unexpected change 
of circumstances. These pungent words 

teeth official acknowledgement of the election result: 

Far Left Labour?

efforts to ingratiate themselves, their Government will not 

campaign Trump contemptuously described the UK as led by 

only from his own rarefied position at the extreme opposite 
end of the political spectrum. 

already calling the shadow vice president, gleefully joined in 
the racist muck-raking, pronouncing the UK a country in 

Trade and War

UK negotiates from a position of weakness. Keen to undercut 
regulation and increase US corporate profits, they are likely 
to impose steep tariffs, and then offer to lower them on 
signature of a take-it-or-leave-it deal involving full market 

access for US agricultural products which do not meet UK 
standards. Expect a reprise of familiar controversies about 
chlorinated chicken, hormone-treated beef, and unlabelled 
GM foods (see The Land 26, p4). Increased access for US 
healthcare firms to UK markets, both within and beyond the 

In the Middle East, Trump will back and 

Bank. He will also be only too keen to join 
in with the humiliation and undermining of 

the tiny group of member states voting with 
Israel and the US to obstruct international 
law and justice? As the genocide intensifies, 
this choice will be tougher for Labour than 
it was for the Tories.

Conversely Trump may withdraw US 
military backing for Ukraine, potentially 
leaving the EU and UK to fight a proxy 

alarming possibility is already leading to 
steep increases in military spending.

Drill, Baby, Drill
Beholden to fossil fuel money, Trump will withdraw the US 
from the Paris climate agreement (again), increase oil and gas 
production, and pull out of efforts to reach global agreement 
on plastics pollution. More broadly his administration will 
work to weaken and unpick environmental regulations of all 
kinds. 

let loose on health and food policy, though it could yet turn 
out that Trump was just after antivax voters, and gambling 

reduce profits for Big Food (or indeed Big Pharma), or to 

achieve anything meaningful.

Musk meanwhile has been rewarded for his loyalty and cash 

profits at companies like his own. In addition, Starlink, 

transhumanist fantasies of Mars colonisation. Bond villains 
were a lot more fun when they were fictional.

Mike Hannis

Gary Hinckes


